
	

	
	
	

	

	
December	11,	2017	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 MACK	BROWN	AND	CORNELIUS	BENNETT	HEADLINE	2017	BIRMINGHAM	BOWL’S		
MONDAY	MORNING	QUARTERBACK	CLUB	TEAM	DINNER	

BIRMINGHAM,	AL	–	The	Monday	Morning	Quarterback	Club	Team	Dinner	presented	by	the	Sheraton	
Birmingham	will	be	held	at	the	Sheraton	Birmingham	Ballroom	on	Tuesday,	December	19	at	6:30	p.m.	
Former	University	of	Texas	head	coach,	who	led	the	Longhorns	to	a	national	championship	in	2005,	and	
current	ESPN	college	football	analyst	Mack	Brown	will	be	keynote	speaker,	and	former	University	of	
Alabama	and	NFL	great	Cornelius	Bennett	will	be	honored	as	the	2017	Golden	Flake	Legend	of	Birmingham.	

Texas	Tech	and	University	of	South	Florida	football	teams	will	attend	the	dinner,	and	there	will	be	a	Q&A	
with	the	head	coaches.	Individual	tickets	are	available	for	$75,	and	tables	are	available	for	$750.	Tickets	can	
be	reserved	by	contacting	the	Monday	Morning	Quarterback	Club	office	at	205-251-8423	or	by	emailing	
michelle@mmqbc.org.		

Mack	Brown	was	head	coach	of	the	University	of	Texas	from	1998-2013,	where	he	led	the	Longhorns	to	a	
national	championship	in	2005,	led	the	team	to	compete	in	the	national	championship	title	game	in	2009	
and	won	two	Big	12	Championships	(2005,	2009).	He	joined	ESPN	in	2014	as	a	college	football	studio	
analyst	on	College	Football	Countdown	and	contributes	to	studio	coverage	on	ABC	during	halftime	and	
postgame	shows	during	the	college	football	season.	Brown	was	also	the	head	coach	at	the	University	of	
North	Carolina	(1988-97),	Tulane	University	(1985-87)	and	Appalachian	State	University	(1983).	He	
previously	held	assistant	coaching	positions	at	Oklahoma,	LSU,	Iowa	State	and	Memphis	State.	
	
Brown	compiled	a	244-122-1	overall	record	as	a	collegiate	head	coach	and	won	the	Paul	“Bear”	Bryant	
Coach	of	the	Year	Award	(2005),	Bobby	Dodd	Coach	of	the	Year	Award	(2008)	and	was	a	two-time	Big	12	
Coach	of	the	Year	(2005,	2009).	He	was	named	ACC	Coach	of	the	Year	in	1996.	He	has	been	inducted	into	the	
Texas	Sports	Hall	of	Fame,	the	Tennessee	Sports	Hall	of	Fame,	the	Holiday	Bowl	Hall	of	Fame	and	the	
Longhorn	Hall	of	Honor.	He	will	be	inducted	into	the	Rose	Bowl	Hall	of	Fame	this	year	and	is	on	the	ballot	
for	the	2018	National	Football	Foundation	College	Football	Hall	of	Fame	in	his	first	year	of	eligibility.		

The	Birmingham	Bowl	and	Golden	Flake	annually	recognize	current	or	former	Birmingham	residents	who	
distinguished	themselves	throughout	their	athletic	career	as	the	Golden	Flake	Legend	of	Birmingham.	
Former	honorees	include	Pat	Sullivan	(2006),	Johnny	Musso	(2007),	Mike	Kolen	(2008),	Bobby	Humphrey	
(2009),	Bobby	Bowden	(2010),	Al	Del	Greco	(2011),	Jack	Crowe	(2012),	Tony	Nathan	(2013),	Mike	Fuller	
(2014),	Major	Ogilvie	(2015)	and	Joe	Cribbs	(2016).	

The	2017	Golden	Flake	Legend,	Cornelius	Bennett,	played	for	the	University	of	Alabama	from	1983–1986	
and	was	a	first	selection	on	the	College	Football	All-America	Team	three	times	(1984–1986).	He	is	one	of	
only	two	Alabama	players	to	be	named	to	three	All-America	teams.	In	his	four	seasons	at	the	University	of	



	

	
	
	

	

Alabama,	Bennett	recorded	287	tackles,	21½	sacks,	and	3	fumble	recoveries.	In	2005,	Bennett	was	elected	
to	the	College	Football	Hall	of	Fame.	

Bennett	played	for	the	Buffalo	Bills	from	1987	to	1995,	Atlanta	Falcons	from	1996	to	1998,	and	the	
Indianapolis	Colts	from	1999	to	2000.	He	was	the	second	pick	of	the	1987	NFL	Draft.	At	that	time,	Bennett	
was	Alabama's	highest	draft	selection	since	quarterback	Joe	Namath	went	12th	overall	in	1965	and	remains	
the	highest	selected	Crimson	Tide	defender	ever.		

He	played	in	five	Super	Bowls	(four	with	Buffalo	and	one	with	Atlanta).	In	his	14	NFL	seasons,	he	played	in	
five	Super	Bowls	and	recorded	71½	sacks,	7	interceptions,	112	return	yards,	31	forced	fumbles,	27	fumble	
recoveries,	78	fumble	return	yards,	and	three	touchdowns	(one	interception,	one	fumble	return,	and	one	
blocked	field	goal	return).	Bennett	was	inducted	into	the	Alabama	Sports	Hall	of	Fame	in	2004.	

The	2017	Birmingham	Bowl	will	feature	the	Texas	Tech	Red	Raiders	and	the	South	Florida	Bulls	on	
December	23	at	11	a.m.	at	historic	Legion	Field,	before	a	nationally	televised	audience	on	ESPN.	Tickets	are	
on	sale	now	and	may	be	purchased	by	phone	at	877-464-9529	and	online	at	www.birminghambowl.com.	
Tickets	are	also	available	at	the	Legion	Field	Box	Office	now	through	game	day.	
	
ESPN	Events		
ESPN	Events,	a	division	of	ESPN,	owns	and	operates	a	large	portfolio	of	31	collegiate	sporting	events	
worldwide.	The	roster	includes	three	Labor	Day	weekend	college	football	games;	FCS	opening-weekend	
game;	14	college	bowl	games,	11	college	basketball	events	and	two	college	award	shows,	which	accounts	for	
approximately	300-plus	hours	of	programming,	reaches	almost	64	million	viewers	and	attracts	over	
700,000	attendees	each	year.	With	satellite	offices	in	Albuquerque,	Birmingham,	Boca	Raton,	Boise,	Dallas-
Fort	Worth,	Honolulu,	Las	Vegas,	Montgomery	and	St.	Petersburg,	ESPN	Events	builds	relationships	with	
conferences,	schools	and	local	communities,	as	well	as	providing	unique	experiences	for	teams	and	fans.	
	
ESPN	Events	also	manages	the	Big	12	Corporate	Partner	Program.		
	
Collegiate	Football	
Academy	Sports	+	Outdoors	Texas	Bowl	(Houston);	AdvoCare	Texas	Kickoff	(Houston);	Bad	Boy	Mowers	
Gasparilla	Bowl	(Florida);	Bahamas	Bowl	(Nassau);	Birmingham	Bowl	(Alabama);	Cheribundi	Tart	Cherry	
Boca	Raton	Bowl	(Florida);	Camping	World	Kickoff	(Orlando,	Fla.);	Celebration	Bowl	(Atlanta);	Famous	
Idaho	Potato	Bowl	(Boise);	DXL	Frisco	Bowl	(Frisco,	Texas);	Gildan	New	Mexico	Bowl	(Albuquerque);	
Guardian	Credit	Union	FCS	Kickoff	(Montgomery,	Ala.);	Hawai’i	Bowl	(Honolulu);	Las	Vegas	Bowl	(Nevada);	
Lockheed	Martin	Armed	Forces	Bowl	(Dallas-Fort	Worth);	MEAC/SWAC	Challenge	(Baton	Rouge,	La.);	
Raycom	Media	Camellia	Bowl	(Montgomery,	Ala.);	The	Home	Depot	College	Football	Awards	Presented	by	
Gildan	(Atlanta)	and	Zaxby’s	Heart	of	Dallas	Bowl	(Dallas-Fort	Worth)	
	
Collegiate	Basketball		
AdvoCare	Invitational	(Walt	Disney	World	Resort	near	Orlando,	Fla.);	Armed	Forces	Classic	(Ramstein	Air	
Base,	Germany);	College	Basketball	Awards	Presented	by	Wendy’s	(Los	Angeles);	Gildan	Charleston	Classic	
(South	Carolina);	Hawaiian	Airlines	Diamond	Head	Classic	(Honolulu);	Jimmy	V	Men’s		Classic	presented	by	
Corona	(New	York	City);	Jimmy	V	Women’s	Classic	presented	by	Corona	(Hartford,	Conn.);	NIT	Season	Tip-



	

	
	
	

	

Off	(Brooklyn,	N.Y.);	PK80	presented	by	State	Farm	(Portland,	Ore.);	Puerto	Rico	Tip-Off;	State	Farm	
Champions	Classic	(Chicago)	and	Wooden	Legacy	(Fullerton,	Calif.)	
	
For	more	information,	visit	the	official	website,	Facebook,	Twitter	or	YouTube	pages.	
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Local	Media	Contact:	Heather	Jeffcoat,	205-515-1972	or	hjeffcoat@burtonadvertising.com	
ESPN	Media	Contact:	Anna	Negron	at	860-766-2233	or	anna.m.negron@espn.com;	@Anna_ESPN	

	


